
Special Birch Run Township Planning Commission Meeting 

May 14, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

Public hearing for Special Use Permit and Site Plan Approval for Frankenmuth Credit Union 

Birch Run Township Meeting Room 

11935 Silver Creek Dr, Birch Run, Michigan 48415 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman CJ Norris at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance 

to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

Members Present: 

 

CJ Norris, Chair; Steve Schaar, Vice Chair; Members Mike Marr, Fred Sheridan, Ed Munson and 

Elaine Parlberg 

 

Members Absent: 

 

Helen Morse 

 

Motion to Excuse Absentees from the Meeting 

 

Motion by Marr, seconded by Parlberg to excuse Helen Morse 

 Motion Carried by Unanimous Voice Vote 

 

Others Present: 

 

Doug Piggott, Rowe Environmental Services; r; Kurt Kiessling, Birch Run Township Trustee, 

Keith Kosik TSSF Architects Inc, Vickie Schmitzer Frankenmuth Credit Union, Jeff Schmitzer, Joe 

Rybiki MLR Engrg, Darn Griffith Cypress Creek Renewable 

 

Roll Call: 

 

In Attendance: Steve Schaar, Mike Marr, Fred Sheridan, CJ Norris, Ed Munson, Elaine Parlberg 

Absent: Helen Morse 
 

Public Hearing-Special Use Permit and Site Plan Approval  by Frankenmuth Credit Union: 

 

i. Public Meeting opened at 7:03 p.m.  

ii. Notification Requirements:  

•  Birch Run/Bridgeport Herald (April 25, 2018 edition) 

• Township Office Informational Board 

• Occupants within 300’ 

 

iii. Applicant presentation 

 

Keith Kosik presented the plan for the additions to the current building as well as the moving 

of the outdoor ATM machine to the south side of the building and adding a roof over the 

ATM machine Vickie Schmitzer also mentioned they would like some relief in the required 

landscaping plan of the east, north side and west side of the lot due to security issues. They 

would like to remove the six trees on the east side, six trees on the west side and four trees on 

the north side. Per Doug we can waiver the request for the east and west side and they need 

no waiver for the northside tree removal. 

iv. Public Comment/ Correspondence 



None 

 

 

v. Staff Comments (Rowe Professional Services Co.) 

 

Doug Piggott stated that 7 general standards listed in section 5.06 were met for the special use 

permit. All the requirements were met for the site plan except a statement must be added to 

the final site plan drawings stating compliance to all federal, state, county, and local permits 

required Also the approval of the site plan should include that due to a potential squeeze point 

by the ATM due parking spots in that area that a sign be posted stating only employee 

parking only.  All landscaping requirement are met. Height of the moved light post is not 

shown. Applicant states that the light pole height is twenty feet. Piggott also reviewed the Site 

Plan Standards for Approval of Site Plan (Sec. 4.05) and these standards have been met. 

 

 

vi. Close Public Hearing at 7:27 p.m. 

 

vii. Planning commission discussion and recommendations: 

 

The planning commission waived the need for six additional trees on the east side and six 

additional trees on the west side of the site plan. The four on the north side are not required to 

meet requirements. 

 

Motion by Marr, support by Sheridan to approve the special use permit for the relocated 

ATM Machine 

 

Ayes: Norris, Schaar, Marr, Sheridan, Munson 

Abstains: Parlberg 

 

Motion by Sheridan, support by Marr to approve the site plan with the following conditions: 

Final construction plans be submitted with a note stating compliance to all needed federal, 

state, county, local permits required, parking spaces to the south of the site will have a sign 

posted for employees only, the additional six trees to the east and the six trees to the west are  

 waived, the four trees to the north are not required per ordinance, there is no need for a 

loading/ unloading space, need to submit an updated landscaping plan and the moved light 

post is twenty foot tall. 

 

AYES: Marr, Norris, Munson, Sheridan, Schaar  

ABSTAIN: Parlberg 

 

 

Old Business: 

 

Committee report on Private Roads (postponed until further action-06/06/14 meeting) 

 

Steve Schaar asked that the Aging parent structures be discussed at the May 31, 2018 meeting.  

Doug was asked to bring information on the subject at the May 31, 2018 meeting.



Open Discussion for Issues not on the Agenda: 

 

Public comments/correspondence received: None 

Planning Commission Members: None 

Members in the audience: 

  

Darin Griffith a solar engr with Cypress Renewable addressed the board with respect to three 

projects they are working in Birch Run Twp. A discussion followed. Hat he really needs is for the 

township to adopt a solar energy ordinance for the township. Dog Piggott will bring information 

and some sample ordinances to the May 31, 2018 Meeting. 

 

Reports: 

 

Township Board Representative (Fred Sheridan):  None 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Representative (Mike Marr):    

 

Zoning Board of Appeals held their April Meeting and elected officers 

. 

New Business: 

 

Setting Public Hearing Dates 

 

 

April of 2018 

 

Announcements: 

 

Township Board-2nd Tuesday of each month 

Planning Commission-Quarterly-Next meeting May 31,2018 

ZBA-Semi Annual-3rd Tuesday or April and October 

DDA-TBA 

(All meetings are held in the Governmental Center unless noted) 

 

Adjournment: 

 

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Marr to adjourn. 

 

 Motion Carried by Unanimous Voice Vote 

 

Planning Commission Meeting ended at 9:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mike Marr 

Secretary 

 

  





 



 



 



 


