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Regular Birch Run Township Planning Commission Meeting 

March 15, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

11935 Silver Creek Dr, Birch Run, Michigan 48415 

 

Minutes 

 

The regular meeting was called to order by Chairman CJ Norris at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

Members Present: 

CJ Norris, Chair; Riley Kiessling, Vice Chair; Mike Marr, Secretary; Fred Sheridan, Ed Munson, Helen 

Morse and Keith Jewel, Members; Corey Trinklein, Recording Secretary 

 

Members Absent: 

All members were present. 

 

Others Present: 

Doug Piggott, Planner for Rowe Professional Services & Adam Flory, Township Attorney.  One person 

was in attendance at this meeting. 

 

Election of Officers: 

Nomination and election of Chair 

Motion by Marr, seconded by Sheridan to nominate CJ Norris as Chair; Norris accepted the nomination 

 

Nomination and election of Vice-Chair 

Motion by Marr, seconded by Sheridan to nominate Riley Kiessling as Vice-Chair; Kiessling accepted the 

nomination 

 

Nomination and election of Secretary 

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Norris to nominate Mike Marr as Secretary; Marr accepted the 

nomination 

 

PASSED: Motions carried by unanimous voice vote 

 

Approval of Meeting Minutes August 18, 2020 Special Planning Commission Meeting Minutes: 

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Jewel to approve the August 18, 2020 Special Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

PASSED: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote 

 

Public Hearing-Special Use Permit & Site Plan Approval for Biggby Coffee, located at 9515 Birch 

Run Rd., Parcel #05-10-6-21-3002-003: 

i. Public Hearing for request of a special land use permit & site plan approval for Biggby Coffee  

 opened at 7:03 pm 

ii. Notification Requirements were met 

iii. Applicant presentation – Site has been leased to Biggby coffee from Meijer’s. They will employ  

two to five employees and will try to have two employees at the store at all times. Parking for 

employees has been granted by Meijer behind the convenience store for up to 10 places.  Biggby 

will use the dumpster there for trash.  Fresh water and wastewater are already approved. 

iv. ROWE provided comments regarding application deficiencies and revisions as provided in  

 Attachment A 

 

Public Hearing was suspended at 7:18 pm. 
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Motion by Sheridan supported by Marr to approve the Special Use Permit for Biggby Coffee, located at 

9515 Birch Run Rd., Parcel #05-10-6-21-3002-003 as presented. 

Ayes: Marr, Sheridan, Morse, Kiessling, Munson, Norris, Jewell 

Nays: None 

PASSED:  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote 

 

Public Hearing was resumed at 7:20 pm. 

 

Public Hearing-Special Use Permit & Site Plan Approval for Biggby Coffee, located at 9515 Birch 

Run Rd., Parcel #05-10-6-21-3002-003 (continued): 

v. Public Comments/Correspondence 

vi. Public Hearing closed at 7:27 pm 

vii. Planning Commission Discussion and Recommendation 

 

Motion by Sheridan supported by Morse to approve the Site Plan for Biggby Coffee, located at 9515 

Birch Run Rd., Parcel #05-10-6-21-3002-003 with the condition that subject to the applicants continued 

compliance to all State and Federal guidelines. 

Ayes: Sheridan, Morse, Kiessling, Munson, Norris, Jewell, Marr 

Nays: None 

PASSED:  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote 

 

Old Business: 

Committee report on Private Roads 

 * Postponed till further action (6-16-14 meeting) 

 

Master Plan Review – Doug Piggott suggested to get a special meeting scheduled to further review and 

update the Master Plan.  Mike Marr asked that Doug give us a marked up plan with the deletions noted 

and the new words added to make it clear. 

 

Speedway Review – Doug Piggott stated that he would have a revised analysis to the Township by the 

end of the week. 

 

Open Discussion for Issues not on the Agenda: 

Public comments/correspondence received:  None 

 

Planning Commission Members:  Mike Marr asked about where in the zoning ordinance it says a special 

land use permit can be revoked. 

 

Members in the audience:  Kurt Kiessling commented that he wondered if some of the exceptions in the 

law would allow this meeting to happen as a matter of a public health issue. 

 

Reports: 

Township Board Representative (Fred Sheridan):  The Township Board’s comment regarding the odor of 

marijuana was to wait and see what other municipalities are doing regarding odor issues.  The biggest 

concern was the enforcement of any rules or ordinances adopted. 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Rep. (Mike Marr):  No meetings have been held. 

 

New Business: 

Discussion of amending the zoning ordinance in the Agricultural (A-1) zoning district to include Wedding 

Barns.  The language will need to be very specific as will the standards in order to preserve the rural 

character of this zoning district.  Doug Piggott from ROWE will draft language regarding this item. 

 

Setting Public Hearing Dates:  None 
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Other: 

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Kiessling to approve setting Planning Commission Meeting dates for 

2021/2022 as follows to be held at 7:00 p.m. in the government room as presented: 

• June 21, 2021 

• September 20, 2021 

• December 20, 2021 

• March 21, 2022 

PASSED:  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote 

 

Announcements: 

Township Board Meeting - 2nd Tuesday of each month 

Planning Commission Meeting – Quarterly (Next meeting June 21, 2021) 

ZBA - Semi Annual - 3rd Tuesday of April and October 

DDA-TBA 

(All meetings are held in the Governmental Center unless noted) 

 

Adjournment: 

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Jewel to adjourn at 8:48 p.m. 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by: 

Recording Secretary Corey Trinklein 

 

 

  

Mike Marr 

Planning Commission Secretary 
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