Special Birch Run Township Planning Commission Meeting
February 22, 2018at 7:00 p.m.
Birch Run Activities DBA Birch Run Speedway
Birch Run Township Meeting Room
11935 Silver Creek DrBirch Run, Michigan 48415

Minutes

The meeting was called to order Gairman CJ Norriat 7:01p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance
to the Flag of the United States of America.

Members Present:

CJ Norris, Chair; Steve Schaar, Vice Chair; Michelle DunBatording Secretary; Members Mike
Marr, Fred SheridarEd Munsorand Helen Morse

Members Absent:

Elaine Parlberg

Motion to Excuse Absentees from the Meeting

Motion by Marr, seconded bgheridarto excuse absentees from BygecialPlanning Commission
Meeting
Motion Carried by Unanimous Voice Vote

Others Present:

Doug Piggdt, Rowe Environmental Serviceglike Szukhent, representative for Birch Run

Activities DBA Birch Run Speedway; audience members Ray LetterBianhy Run Township
Supervisor; Kirtkiesding, Birch Run Township TrusteErederick Lynch, Barb Crawford, Mike

and Lynette BraurCathy Konieczny, Jerry Preston, Bridgeport/Birch Run Convention and Visitors
Bureau PresidenKatrina Schaar, Mark and Cindy Major, Steve and Janet Bennett,28cl

Karen Stafford, Terry @rlton Kirk Dupuis, Clarence Strobednd GaryCross

Roll Call:

In Attendance: Steve Schaar, Mike Marr, Fred Sheridan, CJ Norris, Ed Munson, Helen Morse
Absent: Elaine Parlberg

Election of Officers

Nomination and electioaf Chair
Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Marr to nominate CJ Norris as Chair; Norris accepted the
nomination

Nomination and election of Vie€hair
Motion by Marr, seconded yheridarto nominateSteve SchaaasVice-Chair; Schaaraccepted
the nomination
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Nomination and election @ecretary
Motion by Sheridan seconded bilorseto nominateMike Marr asSecretaryMarr accepted the
nomination

Ayes: Marr, Sheridan, Norris, Munson, Morse, Schaar
Nays: None
Motion Carried by Unanimous Vote

Approval of Meeting Minutes December 21, 2017 Speci8llanning CommissionMeeting
Minutes:

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Morse to approve the December 21, 2017 Special Planning
Commission Meeting Minutes
Motion Carried by Unanimous Voice Vote

Public Hearing-Zoning Ordinance Amendments

Mike Szukhent, representative for Birch Run Activities DBA Birch Run Speedway, is requesting
approval of a site plan to relocate the access drive and the associated improvements. The request
also includes amendmentttte existing special use permit proposing several outdoor activities

such as weddings, concerts, auctions and carnivals.

i.  Public Meeting opened &t05p.m.

ii.  Notification Requirements:
1 Birch Run/Bridgeport Herald=gbruary 7, 2018dition)
1 Township Offie Informational Board
f Occupants within 300606

iii.  Applicant presentation

Mike Szukhent introduced himself stating he is the general manager for Birch Run Speedway
and he is requesting a new special use permit for the speedway located at 10945 Dixie
Highway, Birch Run, Michigan.He states they will be straightening the driveway to expand

the use of the 58cre property Szukhent went on to state some of thesetison

i mprovements made to the speedway include
requiringall racing vehicles to have mufflers, which will lower theitdetsto 100and

acquiring a liquor license. Marr asks if the license is a Class C license (hard liquor) and
Szukhent states yes.

Szukhent also stated the speedway will open at 4:00 prihanall racing events Haished
by 10:30 pmwith the exception of rain delays or other racing del&js also states the
septic system and kitchen have both been tested and passed inspibiimms have also
been placed in the parking lot, makingdareasier to be identified.

Doug PiggottRowe Environmental ServicéRowe) states there have been no changes to
the existing site plan. He goes on to state that the topographic area and Saginaw County
Road Commission (SCRC) requirements can be wdiygtle Planning Commission.

Piggott also states the SCRC review should be a condition for approval of the site plan.
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Piggot then stated the special use permit needs to be addressed. Rowe informed the
applicant to request specific number of uses per ewrahthaemergency services need to be
on site for all eventsHe also statesatermust be availabléhroughout the fadily andhave
enough restrooms to accommodate all visitbte. stateshere must bé toilet for every 150
people andhat the speedwdyas to accommodate up to 7,200 people tdtal.goes on to
statetheremust beenoughparking for 2,000 people, averagi4 people per vehicleRiggott
went on to state the applicant ne&alslarify the difference between campers and trailers
being allowed to stay on the premises overnight and who those can be (vendorbiestc.)
also statesoise control and abatemardeds to be addressed, waste disposal,
insurance/bonding and their plans have to be reviewed by the Birch Run Fire Department
Chief and Birch Run Police Department.

Piggottthen stated the zoning compliance needs to have a specified driveway location. He
went on to review the seven standards for appr@ea attached)Piggottwent on to state

there are 280 scheduled evdais in total that have been requestd@the eventsvill have to
beapprovedne timeinstead of yearly, unless the applicant fails to comply with the
requirements. At that time, the planning commission has the right to revoke the péanmit.
asked if revoking the permit would apply to every event or specific events. Piggott states
revoking the permit would be the discretion of the planning commission as to whether it
applies to the entire permit or one eveHe also states the planning commission has the
option to ask the applicant to pick one event to be allowed as a trial basis.

Public Comments/Correspondenmgened at 7:2p.m.
The following audience members made comment on the issue:

Mike Braun, who resides at 10835 S. Beyer Rd., Birch RunSkitt Stafford, who resides
at 8960 Canada Rd., Birch Run,;Mllarence Strobel, whoe si des on Downi ng R
divulge address)anet Bennett, who lives at 8651 Canada Rd., Birch RurBafty

Borsnick, who resides at 9673 Downing Rd., Birch Run, $fiéve Bennett, who resides at
8651 Canada Rd, Birch Run, MBarb Crawford, whoesides at 11940 E. Rathbun Rd.,

Birch Run, Ml Cathy Konieczny states she is the General Manaigéomfort Innin Birch

Run, MI; Jerry Preston states he is President of the Bridgeport/Birch Run Convention and
Visitors BureayKur t Duby st &Knhighsat tied&dights af Cadumlaus hll,
located at 11105 Dixie Highway, Birch Run, NKaren Stafford, who resides at 8960 Canada
Rd, Birch Run, Mj Katrina Schaar, who resides at 10935 S. Beyer Rd., Birch Rlun, M

Threeof the residents submittéetterson the subjecand theywere read.létter attached)
PublicCommentCorrespondencelosed at 8:4%.m.
Staff Comments

Norris asks Szukhent if Bridgefest will be coming to the speedway and Szukhent states yes.
Szukhent al so s traceeasksintéstate of dichigando observe whah e
type of operations they have. Birch Run Speedway has hired a security company who
employsnonweapon bearingetired police officerso cover all inside gate events. The
overnight stays for vendors and carnivalssacontained

Norris asks Szukhent to define the term dusk
see outside and t hat hagfesablatine framd. Naris aldnlasks wi t h
for a specific timdrame for practice dafor race cars Szukhent states the track would open

for practice at 2:30 pm and close at 7:30 pm. Piggott states no start time was listed in the
ordinance and that the plaing commission can change this. Piggott also states the planning
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commissiomeeds to verify if the current permit is to be used for racing of if a new permit

needs to be issuedarr states the current special use permit lists Friday racing only with

special events on Sundagzukhent states the events will be from April 1, 2018 thru October

31, 2018, from 3:00 pm to 11:30 pm, Friday and Saturday for 26 dates pePyaetice

woul d be one day per week. S c theaddferencet at es t h
between racing and motorized racing. He would like a more detailed description and also

states it appears noise is the biggest concern from resid&gtott state the planning

commission could issuereew permitwith verbiagestatingall racing except motorized racing

will be allowed.Szukhent stated that they will use the current spasigermit for

motolized racing(200203).

Norris asks Szukhent to clarify nanotor racing and Szukhent states 4mootor racing

would be bicycleacing Norris then asks what type of weddings will be held at the facility.
Szukhent states ceremonies and receptions under pavilions. Some weddings could be held
during races or other events if requested

Norris asks if the events for 4H, school/edtional and auctions will end by 10:30 pm and
Szukhent states yes.

Norris asks if the festival and carnivals will be four days in length and Szukhent states yes.
He states most carnivals arrive on Monday, set up until Wednesday when the carnival begins
and then tear down on Sunday. They stay on the premises in trailers.

vi.  Close Public Meeting &:45p.m.
Vil. Planning Commission Discussion and Recommendation

Schaarstates he resides in the aredlereferenced the 2013 noise ordinance, stating the
ordinance | anguage doesnét apply to the curr .
say all noise, not just racindde also requests Szukhent clarify the number of people allowed

for concerts an&zukhent states a maximum of 2,000 people would be in attengtamce

time. Szukhent goes on to state the concert acts will be professionals, not local bands.

Marr asked if the driveway will have a slow down lane and Szukhent states no. Sheridan

asksif the speedway will be moving the sign for the venue and Szukhent also statdamo.

asks if the requested 25 racing dates will be held during carnivals. Szukherthsiates/e
requested 25 dates in total ,Hepbaoesontbktdteeach t hem
day is 1 event, for example racing would be 2 days but utilized as 1 é¢antgoes on to
statethatsincethe speedway hasliguor license the ordinance shouldcludea mandatahat

the speedway have security on the premiigring all events

Marr asks how many events will be held inside and outside the speesjveayfically
mentioning a swap meet being inside the speedway or in the parkirgzigkhent states
vendors for that event would be in the parking lot so taybe seen from drivers on Dixie
Highway.

Marr then asks if the 4H or other animal events will be having livestock stay on the premises
overnight. Szukhent states hebs unsure. Ki
many animal shows holde¢tanimals on the premises until the event is finished. At which

time, they leave the premises because most of these events are 1 ddfytbelyare more

than 1 day, thewould need stalls for the animals.

Norris asks Szukhent the time frame for fioglts and Szukhent states they would begin at
dusk and end usually within 10 minutes.
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Norris then asked the planning commission to decide if the following items will be approved
tonight or postponed until a later dateiggott states concerts should Hevaéd temporary
approval Szukhent states festivalarnivalsand fireworkswill be deleted from his request

and that they will beequested on a temporary outdoor use pevniit and one event equals
one day:

Event Approved Number per year Ending Time
Non-motor racing Yes 10 Dusk
Concerts No 5 11:00 pm
Weddings Yes 12 11:30 pm
Private parties Yes 30 Dusk
Car/bike shows Yes 12 Dusk
Swap meets Yes 12 Dusk
Church services Yes 6 Noon
Monster truck show No 2 10:30 pm
Overnight stays No Varies Varies
Auctions Yes 12 Dusk
4H Yes 12 Dusk
School/educational Yes 12 Dusk
Team building Yes 12 Dusk

Temporary permit for 5 concert events and 2 monster truck sisqvest of this special use
permit.

See attached chart for further clarification.
Motion by Marr, seconded by Sheridan to allow Schaar to vote due to no conflict of interest.

Ayes: Sheridan, Norris, Munson, Morse, Marr
Abstain:  Schaar

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Marr to accept approval for special use by Birch Run
Activities DBA Birch RunSpeedway to allow all activitieper minuteswith the stipulation
to get review by the township fire chief and DDA board.

Ayes: Norris, Munson, Morse, MayrSheridan
Nays: Schaar

Motion by Marr, seconded by Sheridan to approve moving the drivewayct Bun
Activities DBA Birch Run Speedway

Ayes: Munson, MorseSchaar, SheridaMarr, Norris
Nays: None

Old Business:

Committee report on Private Roads (postponed until further a@@6/14 meeting)

Aging parent structures (postponed)

Open Discussion for Issues not on the Agenda:

Public comments/correspondence received: None
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Planning Commission Members: None
Members in the audience: None

Reports:

Township Board Representative (Fred Sherid&gne

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Rementative lflike Marr): None

New Business:

Setting Public Hearing Dates

June 18, 2018, September 18, 2018, December 17, 2018, March 18, 2019

Norris states the regular planning commission meeting scheduled for March 19vilP018
cancelled and changed to an open datéufther discussion of the applicadtequests.
Other:

Piggott states the new master plan dates will be March and April of 2018

Announcements:

Township Boareknd Tuesday of each month

Planning CommissioQuaterly-Next meeting March 19, 20X 8ANCELLED
ZBA-Semi Annual3rd Tuesday or April and October

DDA-TBA

(All meetings are held in the Governmental Center unless noted)

Adjournment:
Motion by Sheridansecondedby Marr to adjourn.
Motion Carried byUnanimous Voice Vote

Planning Commission Meeting endedl&t31pm.

Mike Marr
Secretary

Michelle Duncan
Recording Secretary
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Birch Run Township
Standards for Approval of Special Land Use Site Plan (Sec. 5.06)
Does Site Meet

STANDARDS Requirements
Yes No N/A

COMMENTS/FINDINGS OF FACT:
The future land use classification is general/community commercial.
Applicants Comments: Zoning Administrators Comments: | Planning Commission Comments:
The development is acting as infill
development on a currently vacant
parcel. The development meets all
the location criteria.

COMMENTS/FINDINGS OF FACT:
Applicants Comments: - Zoning Administrators Comments: | Planning Commission Comments:
The proposed development will
help to assure high quality, rapid
responses, and cost effective
public safety services.

COMMENTS/FINDINGS OF FACT:

Applicants Comments: Zoning Administrators Comments: | Planning Commission Comments:
The proposed project appears to
be similar to character of the
commercial area.

COMMENTS/FINDINGS OF FACT:
Applicants Comments: Zoning Administrators Comments: | Planning Commission Comments:

There does not appear to be any
hazardous or disturbing use to
nearby locations.
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Does Site Meet
STANDARDS Requirements

Yes N : N/A

COMMENTS/FINDINGS OF FACT:

Applicants Comments: Zoning Administrators Comments: | Planning Commission Comments:
The proposed development will be .
utilizing existing public facilities
and services.

COMMENTS/FINDINGS OF FACT:
Applicants Comments: Zoning Administrators Comments: | Planning Commission Comments:
The proposed develop does not
appear to be proposing these
harmful effects to the general
welfare.

COMMENTS/FINDINGS OF FACT:
Applicants Comments: Zoning Administrators Comments: | Planning Commission Comments:
The proposed development is
located near existing services and
facilities.

R:\sdsk\Proj\05c0295_Restored\Doc\Planning Commission\Site Plan Review\Birch Run Twp- Fire Barn-11235 Dixie
Highway\Fire Station-SLU Standards for Approval.docx
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SpecialLand Use Approval for Outdoor Entertainment and Events Birch Run Speedway and Event Center
Approved Birch Run Township Planning Commission 2/22/18

Description of Max Days Hours of Conditions
Activity Occurances* Operation*

Racing (non 10 Weekend Finish by Dusk Shall comply with local ordinances

motorized including noise ord.

Concerts 5 Any Finish by 11:00 pn Allowed by Temporary SUP; In enclost
portion of facility only, not on race
track, shall comply with local ordinance
including noise ord.

Weddings 12 Any Finish by 11:30 pm In enclosed portion of facility only, not
on race track, shall comply with local
ordinances including noise ord.

Private parties 30 Any Finish by 11:30 pn In enclosed portion of facility only, not
on race track, shall coply with local
ordinances including noise ord.

Car/Bike Shows | 12 Any Finish by Dusk Shall comply with local ordinances
including noise ord.

Swap Meets / 12 Any Finish by Dusk Shall comply with local ordinances

Markets including noise ord., operate parking
lot

Monster Truck 2 Weekend Finish by 10:30 pn] Allowed by Temporary SUP; In enclos

Shows/Pulls portion of facility only, not on race
track, shall comply with local ordinance
including noise ord.

Overnight stays Associated No campfies, shall comply with local

w/events ordinances including noise ord.,
Planning Commission reserves the rigl
to review at end of season

Auctions 12 Any Finish by Dusk In enclosed portion of facility only, not
on race track, shall comply with local
ordinancesdncluding noise ord.

4-H Events / 12 Any Finish by Dusk 1-day events only, no use of pens, sha

Animal Shows comply with local ordinances including
noise ord.

School/Youth 12 Any Finish by Dusk Shall comply with local ordinaes

Educational & including noise ord.

Entertainment

Team Building 12 Any Finish by Dusk Shall comply with local ordinances

Functions including noise ord.

Fireworks Displays NOT APPROVED

Festivals / NOT APPROVED

Carnivals

Church Services | 6 Sunday Sunday Mornings | Shall complyvith local ordinances

including noise ord.

*QOccurrences = Days

The SLU approval does not cover the previous SLU approval for motorized racing and practice racing covered

under a previous SLU approval.

\\hg\CADsdskProj05c0D5_RestoretDod Planning Commissid8pecial Land UsBirch Run Speed&3-8-18 Revised Site PleBpecial Land
Use Approval for Outdoor Entertainment and Events Birch Run Speedway and EvertSDemigary.docx
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BIRCH RUN TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is in regards to the new driveway location and uses for the Birch
Run Speedway and Event Center. We are vehemently opposed to any new
driveway that would be on Canada Road or Beyer Road. We were always
told by prior boards that would not happen.

As for the increase of events at this venue, when it was only a racetrack we
were looking at a racing timeline from around May to September, with races
on a Friday night. They added a practice on Wednesday, in the afternoon.
Now, with this new venue, it could potently be used year round with 215
events. We have always lived mn a rural country setting. We do not like it on
race nights, or the possibility of a concert being held when we, as tax paying
land owners who live here full time, can not sit out in our yards and enjoy a
nice evening on our deck. We have always been concerned about noise
pollution and light pollution from this business. With the proposed uses. that
looks like it will only get worse.

We have always complained about this business, as did my parents, when
they were still living, as their property adjoined the above mention property.

The issue has always fallen on “blind eyes™ and “deaf ears™ As long as it is
not in “your backyard™, vou could care less what happens in “our backyard”

Let me just reiterate we are OPPOSED to any driveway on Bever Road
and/or Canada Road, and any event that would create noise and light

polhution,

Gail and Gary Kross
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February 21, 2018

To the Birch Run Township Planning Commission regarding the Special Use Permit
sought by Dixie Motor Speedway.

We are citizens of Birch Run Township and are concerned with some of the
proposed uses being sought by the new owners of the Dixie Motor Speedway and
are unable to be present at your meeting on February 22. Since we are unable to
attend we wanted your Commission to be aware of our concerns and oppositions.

In general, we are opposed to any activity that would increase the frequency and
level of noise generated by events at Dixie Motor Speedway. While we have
tolerated the noise levels of past racing, we are very concerned that these noise
levels are rising as more racing involves the use of high performance motors and
vehicles. The level of noise generated by current high performance racing vehicles
is much louder today than the level of noise of racing vehicles of 10-15 years ago.
Does our ordinance establish an acceptable decibel level that would be conducive to
the homes located in such close proximity to the race track? We ask that an
acceptable one is defined.

We are also concerned with more activities that would generate an increased
frequency of noise relative to what we are currently experiencing. Those activities
generating low or limited amounts of noise we are not concerned with.

Related to this proposal this would effect:

* Racing (motorized vehicles)

* Racing Practice

* Concerts

* Private Parties

¢ Monster Truck Shows and Pulls
° Fireworks Displays

We are also opposed to the establishment of Over Night Stays and any plans for
current or future Camping on this property. This concerns stems from the reality of
uncontrolled partying/security, noise, campfire smoke and debris leftover by
campers.

Please note that we are not in total opposition to many of the proposed activities
being sought, only those generating more noise or more incidents of noise than is
currently present.
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