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Special Birch Run Township Planning Commission Meeting 

February 22, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

Birch Run Activities DBA Birch Run Speedway 

Birch Run Township Meeting Room 

11935 Silver Creek Dr, Birch Run, Michigan 48415 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman CJ Norris at 7:01 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance 

to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

Members Present: 

 

CJ Norris, Chair; Steve Schaar, Vice Chair; Michelle Duncan, Recording Secretary; Members Mike 

Marr, Fred Sheridan, Ed Munson and Helen Morse 

 

Members Absent: 

 

Elaine Parlberg 

 

Motion to Excuse Absentees from the Meeting 

 

Motion by Marr, seconded by Sheridan to excuse absentees from the Special Planning Commission 

Meeting 

 Motion Carried by Unanimous Voice Vote 

 

Others Present: 

 

Doug Piggott, Rowe Environmental Services; Mike Szukhent, representative for Birch Run 

Activities DBA Birch Run Speedway; audience members Ray Letterman, Birch Run Township 

Supervisor; Kirt Kiessling, Birch Run Township Trustee, Frederick Lynch, Barb Crawford, Mike 

and Lynette Braun, Cathy Konieczny, Jerry Preston, Bridgeport/Birch Run Convention and Visitors 

Bureau President, Katrina Schaar, Mark and Cindy Major, Steve and Janet Bennett, Scott and 

Karen Stafford, Terry Carlton, Kirk Dupuis, Clarence Strobel and Gary Cross 

 

Roll Call: 

 

In Attendance: Steve Schaar, Mike Marr, Fred Sheridan, CJ Norris, Ed Munson, Helen Morse 

Absent: Elaine Parlberg 

 

Election of Officers 

 

Nomination and election of Chair 

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Marr to nominate CJ Norris as Chair; Norris accepted the 

nomination 

 

Nomination and election of Vice-Chair 

Motion by Marr, seconded by Sheridan to nominate Steve Schaar as Vice-Chair; Schaar accepted 

the nomination 
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Nomination and election of Secretary 

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Morse to nominate Mike Marr as Secretary; Marr accepted the 

nomination 

 

Ayes: Marr, Sheridan, Norris, Munson, Morse, Schaar  

Nays: None 

 Motion Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 

Approval of Meeting Minutes December 21, 2017 Special Planning Commission Meeting 

Minutes: 

 

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Morse to approve the December 21, 2017 Special Planning 

Commission Meeting Minutes 

 Motion Carried by Unanimous Voice Vote 

 

Public Hearing-Zoning Ordinance Amendments: 

 

Mike Szukhent, representative for Birch Run Activities DBA Birch Run Speedway, is requesting 

approval of a site plan to relocate the access drive and the associated improvements.  The request 

also includes amendment to the existing special use permit proposing several outdoor activities 

such as weddings, concerts, auctions and carnivals. 

 

i. Public Meeting opened at 7:05 p.m.  

ii. Notification Requirements:  

•  Birch Run/Bridgeport Herald (February 7, 2018 edition) 

• Township Office Informational Board 

• Occupants within 300’ 

 

iii. Applicant presentation 

 

Mike Szukhent introduced himself stating he is the general manager for Birch Run Speedway 

and he is requesting a new special use permit for the speedway located at 10945 Dixie 

Highway, Birch Run, Michigan.  He states they will be straightening the driveway to expand 

the use of the 50-acre property.  Szukhent went on to state some of the off-season 

improvements made to the speedway include lights being changed to low beam LED’s, 

requiring all racing vehicles to have mufflers, which will lower the decibels to 100 and 

acquiring a liquor license.  Marr asks if the license is a Class C license (hard liquor) and 

Szukhent states yes. 

 

Szukhent also stated the speedway will open at 4:00 pm and that all racing events be finished 

by 10:30 pm, with the exception of rain delays or other racing delays.  He also states the 

septic system and kitchen have both been tested and passed inspection.  Ribbons have also 

been placed in the parking lot, making lanes easier to be identified. 

 

Doug Piggott, Rowe Environmental Services (Rowe), states there have been no changes to 

the existing site plan.  He goes on to state that the topographic area and Saginaw County 

Road Commission (SCRC) requirements can be waived by the Planning Commission.  

Piggott also states the SCRC review should be a condition for approval of the site plan. 
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Piggott then stated the special use permit needs to be addressed.  Rowe informed the 

applicant to request specific number of uses per event and that emergency services need to be 

on site for all events.  He also states water must be available throughout the facility and have 

enough restrooms to accommodate all visitors.  He states there must be 1 toilet for every 150 

people and that the speedway has to accommodate up to 7,200 people total.  He goes on to 

state there must be enough parking for 2,000 people, averaging 4 people per vehicle.  Piggott 

went on to state the applicant needs to clarify the difference between campers and trailers 

being allowed to stay on the premises overnight and who those can be (vendors, etc.).  He 

also states noise control and abatement needs to be addressed, waste disposal, 

insurance/bonding and their plans have to be reviewed by the Birch Run Fire Department 

Chief and Birch Run Police Department. 

 

Piggott then stated the zoning compliance needs to have a specified driveway location.  He 

went on to review the seven standards for approval (see attached).  Piggott went on to state 

there are 280 scheduled event days in total that have been requested.  The events will have to 

be approved one time instead of yearly, unless the applicant fails to comply with the 

requirements.  At that time, the planning commission has the right to revoke the permit.  Marr 

asked if revoking the permit would apply to every event or specific events.  Piggott states 

revoking the permit would be the discretion of the planning commission as to whether it 

applies to the entire permit or one event.  He also states the planning commission has the 

option to ask the applicant to pick one event to be allowed as a trial basis. 

 

iv. Public Comments/Correspondence opened at 7:29 p.m. 

 

The following audience members made comment on the issue: 

 

Mike Braun, who resides at 10835 S. Beyer Rd., Birch Run, MI; Scott Stafford, who resides 

at 8960 Canada Rd., Birch Run, MI; Clarence Strobel, who resides on Downing Road (didn’t 

divulge address); Janet Bennett, who lives at 8651 Canada Rd., Birch Run, MI; Barry 

Borsnick, who resides at 9673 Downing Rd., Birch Run, MI; Steve Bennett, who resides at 

8651 Canada Rd, Birch Run, MI; Barb Crawford, who resides at 11940 E. Rathbun Rd., 

Birch Run, MI; Cathy Konieczny states she is the General Manager of Comfort Inn in Birch 

Run, MI; Jerry Preston states he is President of the Bridgeport/Birch Run Convention and 

Visitors Bureau; Kurt Duby states he’s a Grand Knight at the Knights of Columbus hall, 

located at 11105 Dixie Highway, Birch Run, MI; Karen Stafford, who resides at 8960 Canada 

Rd, Birch Run, MI; Katrina Schaar, who resides at 10935 S. Beyer Rd., Birch Run, MI 

 

Three of the residents submitted letters on the subject and they were read. (letter attached) 

 

Public Comment/Correspondence closed at 8:45 p.m. 

 

v. Staff Comments  

 

Norris asks Szukhent if Bridgefest will be coming to the speedway and Szukhent states yes.  

Szukhent also states he’s toured all the race tracks in the state of Michigan to observe what 

type of operations they have.  Birch Run Speedway has hired a security company who 

employs non-weapon bearing retired police officers to cover all inside gate events.  The 

overnight stays for vendors and carnivals are self-contained. 

 

Norris asks Szukhent to define the term dusk.  Szukhent states Dusk is when it’s too dark to 

see outside and that he’s very flexible with a mutually agreeable time frame.  Norris also asks 

for a specific time frame for practice day for race cars.  Szukhent states the track would open 

for practice at 2:30 pm and close at 7:30 pm.  Piggott states no start time was listed in the 

ordinance and that the planning commission can change this.  Piggott also states the planning 
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commission needs to verify if the current permit is to be used for racing of if a new permit 

needs to be issued.  Marr states the current special use permit lists Friday racing only with 

special events on Sunday.  Szukhent states the events will be from April 1, 2018 thru October 

31, 2018, from 3:00 pm to 11:30 pm, Friday and Saturday for 26 dates per year.  Practice 

would be one day per week.  Schaar states the current permit doesn’t state the difference 

between racing and motorized racing.  He would like a more detailed description and also 

states it appears noise is the biggest concern from residents.  Piggott states the planning 

commission could issue a new permit with verbiage stating all racing except motorized racing 

will be allowed. Szukhent stated that they will use the current special use permit for 

motorized racing (2002-03). 

 

Norris asks Szukhent to clarify non-motor racing and Szukhent states non-motor racing 

would be bicycle racing.  Norris then asks what type of weddings will be held at the facility.  

Szukhent states ceremonies and receptions under pavilions.  Some weddings could be held 

during races or other events if requested. 

 

Norris asks if the events for 4H, school/educational and auctions will end by 10:30 pm and 

Szukhent states yes. 

 

Norris asks if the festival and carnivals will be four days in length and Szukhent states yes.  

He states most carnivals arrive on Monday, set up until Wednesday when the carnival begins 

and then tear down on Sunday.  They stay on the premises in trailers. 

 

vi. Close Public Meeting at 8:45 p.m. 

 

vii. Planning Commission Discussion and Recommendation 

 

Schaar states he resides in the area.  He referenced the 2013 noise ordinance, stating the 

ordinance language doesn’t apply to the current request.  He states it needs to be updated to 

say all noise, not just racing.  He also requests Szukhent clarify the number of people allowed 

for concerts and Szukhent states a maximum of 2,000 people would be in attendance at one 

time.  Szukhent goes on to state the concert acts will be professionals, not local bands. 

 

Marr asked if the driveway will have a slow down lane and Szukhent states no.  Sheridan 

asks if the speedway will be moving the sign for the venue and Szukhent also states no.  Marr 

asks if the requested 25 racing dates will be held during carnivals.  Szukhent states they have 

requested 25 dates in total, but all of them won’t be used for racing.  He goes on to state each 

day is 1 event, for example racing would be 2 days but utilized as 1 event.  Marr goes on to 

state that since the speedway has a liquor license, the ordinance should include a mandate that 

the speedway have security on the premises during all events. 

 

Marr asks how many events will be held inside and outside the speedway, specifically 

mentioning a swap meet being inside the speedway or in the parking lot.  Szukhent states 

vendors for that event would be in the parking lot so they can be seen from drivers on Dixie 

Highway. 

 

Marr then asks if the 4H or other animal events will be having livestock stay on the premises 

overnight.  Szukhent states he’s unsure.  Kirk Kiessling, Birch Run Township Trustee, states 

many animal shows hold the animals on the premises until the event is finished.  At which 

time, they leave the premises because most of these events are 1 day only.  If they are more 

than 1 day, they would need stalls for the animals. 

 

Norris asks Szukhent the time frame for fireworks and Szukhent states they would begin at 

dusk and end usually within 10 minutes. 



 February 22, 2018 Special Planning Commission Minutes 

5 

 

 

Norris then asked the planning commission to decide if the following items will be approved 

tonight or postponed until a later date.  Piggott states concerts should be allowed temporary 

approval.  Szukhent states festivals/carnivals and fireworks will be deleted from his request 

and that they will be requested on a temporary outdoor use permit only and one event equals 

one day: 

 

Event Approved Number per year Ending Time  

 

Non-motor racing Yes 10 Dusk 

Concerts No 5 11:00 pm 

Weddings Yes 12 11:30 pm 

Private parties Yes 30 Dusk 

Car/bike shows Yes 12 Dusk 

Swap meets Yes 12 Dusk 

Church services Yes 6 Noon 

Monster truck show No 2 10:30 pm 

Overnight stays No Varies Varies 

Auctions Yes 12 Dusk 

4H Yes 12 Dusk 

School/educational Yes 12 Dusk 

Team building Yes 12 Dusk 

Temporary permit for 5 concert events and 2 monster truck shows is part of this special use 

permit. 

 

See attached chart for further clarification. 

  

Motion by Marr, seconded by Sheridan to allow Schaar to vote due to no conflict of interest. 

 

Ayes: Sheridan, Norris, Munson, Morse, Marr 

Abstain: Schaar 

  

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Marr to accept approval for special use by Birch Run 

Activities DBA Birch Run Speedway to allow all activities, per minutes, with the stipulation 

to get review by the township fire chief and DDA board. 

 

Ayes: Norris, Munson, Morse, Marr, Sheridan 

Nays: Schaar 

 

Motion by Marr, seconded by Sheridan to approve moving the driveway at Birch Run 

Activities DBA Birch Run Speedway 

 

Ayes: Munson, Morse, Schaar, Sheridan, Marr, Norris 

Nays: None 

 

Old Business: 

 

Committee report on Private Roads (postponed until further action-06/06/14 meeting) 

 

Aging parent structures (postponed) 

 

Open Discussion for Issues not on the Agenda: 

 

Public comments/correspondence received: None 
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Planning Commission Members: None 

Members in the audience: None 

 

Reports: 

 

Township Board Representative (Fred Sheridan):  None 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Representative (Mike Marr):   None 

 

New Business: 

 

Setting Public Hearing Dates 

June 18, 2018, September 18, 2018, December 17, 2018, March 18, 2019 

Norris states the regular planning commission meeting scheduled for March 19, 2018 will be 

cancelled and changed to an open date for further discussion of the applicants’ requests. 

 

Other: 

 

Piggott states the new master plan dates will be March and April of 2018 

 

Announcements: 

 

Township Board-2nd Tuesday of each month 

Planning Commission-Quarterly-Next meeting March 19, 2018 CANCELLED 

ZBA-Semi Annual-3rd Tuesday or April and October 

DDA-TBA 

(All meetings are held in the Governmental Center unless noted) 

 

Adjournment: 

 

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Marr to adjourn. 

 

 Motion Carried by Unanimous Voice Vote 

 

Planning Commission Meeting ended at 10:31 pm. 

 

 

 

 

  

Mike Marr 

Secretary 

 

Michelle Duncan 

Recording Secretary 
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Special Land Use Approval for Outdoor Entertainment and Events Birch Run Speedway and Event Center 
Approved Birch Run Township Planning Commission 2/22/18 

Description of 
Activity 

Max 
Occurances* 

Days Hours of 
Operation* 

Conditions 

Racing (non-
motorized 

10 Weekend Finish by Dusk Shall comply with local ordinances 
including noise ord. 

Concerts 5 Any Finish by 11:00 pm Allowed by Temporary SUP; In enclosed 
portion of facility only, not on race 
track, shall comply with local ordinances 
including noise ord. 

Weddings 12 Any Finish by 11:30 pm In enclosed portion of facility only, not 
on race track, shall comply with local 
ordinances including noise ord. 

Private parties 30 Any Finish by 11:30 pm In enclosed portion of facility only, not 
on race track, shall comply with local 
ordinances including noise ord. 

Car/Bike Shows 12 Any Finish by Dusk Shall comply with local ordinances 
including noise ord. 

Swap Meets / 
Markets 

12 Any Finish by Dusk Shall comply with local ordinances 
including noise ord., operate in parking 
lot 

Monster Truck 
Shows/Pulls 

2 Weekend Finish by 10:30 pm Allowed by Temporary SUP; In enclosed 
portion of facility only, not on race 
track, shall comply with local ordinances 
including noise ord. 

Overnight stays Associated 
w/events 

  No campfires, shall comply with local 
ordinances including noise ord., 
Planning Commission reserves the right 
to review at end of season  

Auctions 12 Any Finish by Dusk In enclosed portion of facility only, not 
on race track, shall comply with local 
ordinances including noise ord. 

4-H Events / 
Animal Shows 

12 Any Finish by Dusk 1-day events only, no use of pens, shall 
comply with local ordinances including 
noise ord.  

School/Youth 
Educational & 
Entertainment 

12 Any Finish by Dusk Shall comply with local ordinances 
including noise ord. 

Team Building 
Functions 

12 Any Finish by Dusk Shall comply with local ordinances 
including noise ord. 

Fireworks Displays NOT APPROVED 

Festivals / 
Carnivals 

NOT APPROVED 

Church Services 6 Sunday Sunday Mornings Shall comply with local ordinances 
including noise ord. 

*Occurrences = Days 

The SLU approval does not cover the previous SLU approval for motorized racing and practice racing covered 

under a previous SLU approval. 

\\hq\CAD\sdsk\Proj\05c0295_Restored\Doc\Planning Commission\Special Land Use\Birch Run Speeday\2-8-18 Revised Site Plan\Special Land 

Use Approval for Outdoor Entertainment and Events Birch Run Speedway and Event Center-Summary.docx 
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