
Special Birch Run Township Planning Commission Meeting 

September 25, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

11935 Silver Creek Dr, Birch Run, Michigan 48415 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman CJ Norris at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of 

the United States of America. 

 

Members Present: 

 

CJ Norris, Chair; Steve Schaar, Vice Chair; Members Mike Marr, Fred Sheridan, and Elaine Parlberg, Helen Morse’ 

Ed Musson. 

 

Others Present: 

 

Doug Piggott, Rowe Professional Services, Keith Kosik-TSSF Architects, Scott Ireland-Frankenmuth Credit Union)  

  

Minutes: 

 

Approval of the August 2, 2018 Special Planning Commission Meeting Minutes  

 

Motion by Sheridan second by Morse to approve July 9, 2018 minutes.  

 

Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

 

Public Hearing for a Special Use Permit to Erect and Maintain a Permanent Wireless Data Dish and Self-

Supporting Tower to be 29 Feet Above Existing Grade at 9430 S. Meijer Dr. 

 

i. Public Hearing opened at 7:05 p.m. 

 

ii. Applicant Presentation 

 

iii. Keith Kosik presented the information for the tower. It was noted that the location is required so that data 

can be transmitted. It is a microwave tower and needs line of sight to work. 

 

iv. Public Comment 

None 

 

v. Staff Comments: 

 

 Rowe Professional Services Doug Piggott reviewed the Zoning Ordinance Compliance check list 

(Attachment A), the special use standards for approval of site plan (Attachment B) and his letter dated 

August 6, 2018 and there are two issues that need to be resolved: 1) the tower need to be fenced, 2) the 

tower is too close to the property line and will fall off the property if it falls to the west. They could ask for 

a variance or make sure the tower collapses on their property. Tower would collapse on itself. (Attachment 

C) 

 

vi. Public Hearing closed at 7:24pm 

 

vii. Planning Commission Discussion and Recommendation 

 

No addition discussion was required. 

 



Motion by Sheridan and seconded by Schaar to approve this special use request with verification that the 

tower will collapse within the property and add a fence around the base. The building inspector must 

review that the tower will perform to meet the intent. Changes to be added to the blueprints. 

 

Ayes: Norris, Schaar, Marr, Morse, Munson, Sheridan     Passed 

Abstain: Parlberg 

 

 

Old Business: 

 

Committee report on Private Roads (postponed until further action-06/06/14 meeting) 

 

The topic of Aging Relative Structures was discussed. Doug didn’t have time to bring a draft of a sample ordinance, 

but the group asked additional questions which included such things as could we require a 4/12 roof pitch on the 

temporary dwelling, would this add too much expense, are we able to apply house requirement to accessory 

buildings? It was stated the Taymouth Twp is looking at their ordinance on this subject and it should be checked 

out. 

 

 Dug delivered a draft of a Solar Energy Ordinance. He asked that the board review it and have suggestions ready at 

the next meeting (Attachment D). Questions were asked about ability to limit size, allow clear cutting to make room 

for solar, and that it should not change the character of the twp. Longevity was questioned but the panels are so new 

there is not good information. Water run off issues were asked about.   

 

Master plan discussion is now planned for the December 17, 2018 meeting 

 

Need to set a public hearing date for clarification of Table 9-4 footnote #11. 

 

Open Discussion for Issues not on the Agenda: 

 

Public comments/correspondence received: one letter (see Attachment E) 

 

Planning Commission Members:  

 

Doug will bring more info on the outdoor entertainment ordinance for the next meeting. It was suggested that we 

review the outdoor entertainment ordinance to see if temporary special use permits are covered. It was felt that only 

those activities listed on the special use permit should be allowed. Doug will do some research and get back with the 

board. The board thought it should review the temporary permit ordinance for clarification. 

 

Members in the audience: None 

 

Reports: 

 

Township Board Representative (Fred Sheridan):  The township board approved the rezoning to a PUD that the 

planning commission denied. 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Representative (Mike Marr):  None  

  

 

New Business: 

 

Doug brought an Annual Report Template for annual planning commission reporting. 

 

Announcements: 

 

Township Board-2nd Tuesday of each month 

Planning Commission-Quarterly- 



ZBA-Semi Annual-3rd Tuesday or April and October 

DDA-TBA 

(All meetings are held in the Governmental Center unless noted) 

 

Adjournment: 

 

Motion by Sheridan, seconded by Parlberg to adjourn. 

 

 Motion Carried by Unanimous Voice Vote 

 

Planning Commission Meeting ended at 9:31 pm. 

 

 

 

 

  

Mike Marr 

Secretary 
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