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TOWNSHIP OF BIRCH RUN  

SAGINAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE NO. 2014-01 

 

ADOPTION: January 14, 2014 

PUBLICATION DATE: January 22, 2014 

EFFECTIVE DATE: February 21, 2014 

AMENDED: July 12, 2016 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TOWNSHIP OF BIRCH RUN ORDINANCE 

# 2001-01, AS ADOPTED ON MAY 12, 2001, AS AMENDED: 

 

SECTION I: TITLE 

This Ordinance shall be known and cited at the Birch Run Township Business 

Commencement, Continuation, and Discontinuation Licensing Ordinance. 

SECTION II: DEFINITIONS 

As used in this ordinance 

 

BUSINESS means any trade, occupation, profession, work, commerce or other activity 

owned or operated for profit by any person within the township excluding political, 

charitable or religious establishments. 

 

LICENSING AGENT means the Township Clerk, such other Township official or 

employee as designated by resolution of the Township Board, or a person who is 

designated under an intergovernmental agreement which is entered into between the 

Township and another governmental agency or municipal corporation to administer the 

provisions of this ordinance, including the enforcement thereof 

 

PERSON means any individual, partnership, association or corporation 

 

TOWNSHIP means the Township of Birch Run 

       

 

SECTION III: PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this ordinance is to assist the Township with information to provide more 

adequate police and fire protection; more equal and equitable real and personal property 

taxation; better efficiency and economy in furnishing public utility services with the 

Township; more comprehensive and informed planning and zoning for uses of land and 

structures within the Township for the general information of the public and for the 

promotion of the Township. 
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SECTION IV: LICENSING REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. License Required.  No person may commence, continue, or discontinue a 

business within the Township without having first obtained a Township license and 

without maintaining such license in current effect during any business operation, activity, 

continuation, or discontinuation. 

 

2. Compliance with Township Ordinances.  No license shall be issued or renewed 

until the Applicant has complied with all Township ordinances and has paid in full all  

fees and charges required under the Township ordinances and personal property taxes as 

assessed by the Township. 

 

3. Multiple Businesses.  The granting of a license to any person operating a 

business, trade or profession which also contains within itself, or is composed of, 

business, trades or professions which are required to be licensed under this Ordinance, 

shall not relieve the person to whom the license or permit is granted from the necessity of 

securing individual licenses for each such business, trade or profession. 

 

SECTION V: BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION 

 

1. Application Required.  No license to commence, continue, or discontinue a 

business shall be issued until the owner or operator shall submit an application to the 

Licensing Agent on a form provided by the licensing agent.  No person shall make any 

false statement or representation in connection with any application for a license under 

this ordinance. 

 

2. Application Fee.  A fee of $50.00 shall accompany the original and a fee of 

$30.00 for each annual application.  The fees under this Ordinance shall be subject to 

modification by resolution of the Township Board.  Upon the filing of a properly 

completed application and upon payment of the fee, the Licensing Agent shall issue a 

license to the person to commence or continue the business designated if the business 

complies with the terms of this ordinance.   

 

3. Business Discontinuation License.  Any business desiring to discontinue its 

operation within the Township must apply for a business discontinuation license at least 

thirty (30) days before its expected date of discontinuation or closing within thirty (30) 

days of the expiration of its lease term. 

 

4. Display.  The license shall be prominently displayed to public view in the 

licensed business. 
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SECTION VI: CONDITIONS OF LICENSE 

 

1. License Term.  The license issued under this ordinance shall be effective until 

January 1st of the succeeding year with renewals of the same to be issued upon 

application and payment of the fee in the same manner as set forth for the original 

issuance of the license.   

 

2. Compliance with Laws.  The Licensing Agent shall issue no license where the 

existing or proposed business would be illegal under any law or ordinance of the United 

States of America, the State of Michigan, Saginaw County, or Birch Run Township.  

 

3. Assignment of License.   The holder shall not transfer a license to any other 

person except upon prior approval of the Township Board.  The Licensing Agent shall 

have the right of the inspection of the business premises to assure compliance with this 

Ordinance.   

 

4. Revocation of License.  In the event of any noncompliance after a license has 

been issued, the license may be revoked by order of the Licensing Agent until the 

noncompliance has been corrected. 

 

5. Appeal.  The licensee may appeal a revocation of license to the Township Board, 

which, for cause shown, may uphold the revocation or reinstate the license after giving 

the licensee reasonable notice and after holding a hearing at which the licensee shall have 

an opportunity to be heard. 

 

SECTION VII: EXEMPTIONS 

 

No license shall be required of any political, charitable or religious establishment situated 

within the Township.  The provisions of this ordinance are not applicable to any agency 

of the United States of America, the State of Michigan, or any political subdivisions. 

 

SECTION VIII: PENALTY CLAUSE 

 

1. Late Fee.  There shall be a $20.00 late fee assessed to a business licensee who 

does not pay its license fee within thirty (30) days of the annual renewal due date. 

 

2. Civil Infraction.  Any violation of this ordinance shall be a civil infraction.  In 

addition, the Township specifically reserves the right to proceed in any court of 

competent jurisdiction for the purpose of obtaining an injunction, restraining order or 

other appropriate remedy to compel compliance with this ordinance. 

 

3. Lien on Ad Valorem Taxes.  If any license business discontinues its business 

operation in the Township without first obtaining a business discontinuation license, the 

Township will be permitted to levy any taxes or assessments against the business and/or 

the business owner without notice or demand to the extent permitted under Michigan law.    
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The Township may order the Treasurer to attach this levy to the personal and/or real 

property tax statement of the violating business and/or business owner.  Alternatively, the 

Township may pursue an in personam claim against the business or business owner to 

recover the levied amounts.  Interest will accrue on all levied amounts at the maximum 

allowable rate.  The business and/or business owner will also be liable for all costs of 

collection incurred by the Township, including reasonable attorney’s fees and court costs. 

 

SECTION IX: SEVERABILITY CLAUSE 

 

Should any portion of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional, illegal or of no force 

and effect by a court of competent jurisdiction, that portion shall not be deemed to affect 

the validity of any other part or portion. 

 

SECTION X: EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect thirty-days (30 days) following publication, following 

adoption. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

This Ordinance is declared to have been adopted and amended by the Township Board of 

the Township of Birch Run, County of Saginaw, Michigan, at a regular meeting held on 

the 14th day of January, 2014. 

 

Adopted: 

Aye: Letterman, Trevino, Sheridan, Totten, Trinklein, Moore, Magnus 

Nay:  

 

      _______________________________ 

                  Supervisor 

 

 

      _______________________________ 

                          Clerk 

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN) 

COUNTY OF SAGINAW) 

       I, the undersigned, the fully qualified and acting Clerk of the Township of Birch Run,  

Saginaw County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete 

Copy of an ordinance adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board of the 

Township of Birch Run, Michigan, held on the 14th day of January, 2014, the original of 

said meeting was given to and in compliance with Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 

1976. 

     IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto fixed my official signature on this 15th day 

of January, 2014. 

________________________                                                                                                                                        

Corey Trinklein, Clerk 

                                                                                        Birch Run Township 


