
Special Birch Run Township Planning Commission Meeting 

October 15, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

11935 Silver Creek Dr, Birch Run, Michigan 48415 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman CJ Norris at 7:04 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of 

the United States of America. 

 

Members Present: 

 

CJ Norris, Chair; Steve Schaar, Vice Chair; Members Mike Marr, Fred Sheridan, Ed Munson. 

 

Members Absent 

 

Helen Morse 

 

Motion to Excuse The Absentee from the Special Birch Run Special Planning Commission Meeting 

 

Motion by Sheridan support by Marr to excuse Helen Morse 

 

        Passed by unanimous voice vote 

Others Present: 

 

Doug Piggott, Rowe Professional Services, Kurt Kiessling, Dale Trinklein, Corey Christensen, Planner Rowe 

Professional Services.   

  

Approval of the March 14, 22019 Regular Meeting Minutes:  

 

Motion by Marr and support by Sheridan to approve the March 5, 2019 meeting minutes with the typographical 

errors fixed. They include changing the misspelling of nom-residential uses on page3 to read non-residential and 

adding a t to the word tough on page 4 first paragraph. 

 

                                                                                                       Motion passed by Unanimous voice vote  

 

Minutes 

 

          Applicant withdrew the request for a special use permit for a solar energy project was withdrawn 

 

A proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance text to clarify the relationship between the uses allowed by the 

outdoor entertainment SLUP and the temporary permits issued undersection 20.18 was presented. 

 

There was no public comment 

 

Motion by Marr support by Sheridan to add the following amendment in section14.21B, a property granted an 

Outdoor Entertainment and Events special land use is prohibited from receiving a Temporary Non-Residential Uses 

and Structures Permit per Section 20.18of the Zoning Ordinance unless approved by the Township Board  per 

Section 230.18.B.1  

 

              Ayes: Schaar, Marr, Sheridan, Munson, Norris       passed 

               Nays:  none 

 

The second draft of the Accessory Housing ordinance was presented as requested.at the last meeting (see attachment 

A) 

 

Public Comment/Correspondence: 



 

 Doug reviewed all the changes and the board felt that the amendment now met the desired result except for the  

Wording in 14.22.b.5 The board wants section 3.08 to read to cover all costs.  

 

Motion by Sheridan support by Marr to add section 14.23 Accessory Housing to article 14 with revisions as 

discussed 

                  Ayes: Munson, Norris, Sheridan, Marr, Schaar.     passed 

                   Nays: none 

 

Old Business: 

 

Committee report on Private Roads (postponed until further action-06/06/14 meeting) 

 

Doug said the master plan update should be done by December 3, 2019 and will be ready for review. 

 

He said that our future use map and our current use map do not provide for all proposed uses, so they propose to 

clean up our maps to make sure everything is covered. The board agreed with the direction Doug was taking (see 

attachment B)  

 

Public Comment 

 

Kurt inquired as to why the solar applicant backed off.  Basically, the applicant did not supply enough information 

to move forward. Applicant decided not to move forward.  

 

Reports: 

 

Township Board Representative (Fred Sheridan):  Fred said that the Twp. Board was asking where Rowe was at 

with the Ordinance update. Doug said it should be ready for the December meeting. 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Representative (Mike Marr):  None  

  

New Business: 

 

Norris set up our next regular meeting for December 3,2019 at 7:00pm The date was acceptable by all. 

 

Doug brought the first draft for an amendment for expiration of a Special Land Use Permit. (see attachment C) 

And was incomplete as their words missing at the end of the draft. The words needed to be added are “then the 

planning commission shall consider the SLUP abandoned and therefore expired”. Doug suggested that we have our 

attorney review this for legality 

 

Motion by Sheridan support by Schaar to add an amendment to Article 5 section 5.08 Expiration of Special Land 

Use Permit 

 

   Passed by unanimous voice vote 

 

Doug brought a sample of a sample document stating what a special use permit allows. Some townships do this. We 

do not have to change anything to start do this. IF we elect to do this document it must be done for all SLUP. After 

discussion the board decided rather than have another meeting to sign the document the chairman and another 

member of the planning commission could sign the document. In addition, the applicant would sign at the same 

time. The boards opinion is that we should try this out. 

 

Norris brought up the fact that the State has adopted the International Code for fencing for in ground pools if there 

is a automatic safety cover in place. Many owners do not use the cover in the winter because snow loads can 

damage the cover 

 



Motion by Sheridan support by Schaar hold a public hearing to add amendment 4.5 to Section 20.12 in Article 20 

stating “Fences are required around all inground pools whether or not the pool is equipped with an automatic safety 

cover. The fence must be at least 4 ft high. Any gates must open away from the pool and be self-closing, self-

latching, lockable, and at least 4 feet tall. Gate latches must be located on the pool side of the gate with revisions to 

correct the latch position as the positions are wrong in the first draft. 

 

    Passed by unanimous voice vote. 

 

Norris asked that an amendment be added to Article 14 to allow caretaker dwelling at a mini storage facility 

 

Motion by Sheridan support by Schaar to add to Article14 per Attachment 

 

    Passed by unanimous voice vote 

 

Sheridan presented the information for adopting a resolution approving and adopting procedures regarding absence 

of members of public bodied due to military duty 

 

Motion by Sheridan supported by Marr to adopt Resolution 2019-01.       (see attachment D) 

 

 

Announcements: 

Township Board-2nd Tuesday of each month 

Planning Commission-December 3, 2019 

ZBA-Semi Annual-3rd Tuesday or April and October 

DDA-TBA 

(All meetings are held in the Governmental Center unless noted) 

 

Adjournment: 

 

Motion by Sheridan support Schaar to adjourn. 

 

 Motion Carried by Unanimous Voice Vote 

 

Planning Commission Meeting ended at approx. 8:45 pm 

 

 

 

 

  

Mike Marr 

Secretary 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 


