
Special Birch Run Township Planning Commission Meeting 

December 17, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

11935 Silver Creek Dr, Birch Run, Michigan 48415 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Steve Schaar at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

Flag of the United States of America. 

 

Members Present: 

 

 Steve Schaar, Vice Chair; Members Mike Marr, Fred Sheridan, Elaine Parlberg, Helen Morse, Ed Musson. 

 

Members absent: 

 

C. J. Norris 

 

Motion to Excuse the Absentee from the Special Birch Run Planning Commission Meeting 

 

Motion by Sheridan seconded by Marr to excuse C. J. Norris from the planning commission meeting 

 

Ayes: Morse, Parlberg, Munson, Schaar, Marr, Sheridan,  

Nays: none 

 

Others Present: 

 

Doug Piggott, Rowe Professional Services, Lee Austin (Austin & Associates), Lennie Jones II, Craig Rudnick, Don 

Pringle, Mark Major, Mike Braun, Lynette Braun, C Braun, Tracy Gibson, Karen Miske, Corey Trinklein, Karen 

Stafford, Scott Stafford. (See Attachment A) 

  

Minutes: 

 

Approval of the September 25, 2018 special Planning Commission Meeting Minutes  

 

Motion by Sheridan second by Marr to approve September 25, 2018 minutes.  

 

Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

 

 

Public Meeting to Recommend Approval of PUD SITE PLAN Surrender Puri is requesting for a senior living 

facility located at 12575 S Beyer Rd. Parcels ID 05-10-6-28-3003-002 & 003 (See Attachment B) 

 

i. Applicant is proposing two units of assisted living housing per current code. Site plan is submitted with the 

site being on the north end of the property 

 

ii. Public Comment 

None 

 

iii. Staff Comments: 

 

Rowe Professional Services Doug Piggott reviewed the Planning Commission review letter dated 

12/6/2018. (See Attachment C) Zoning Ordinance Compliance check list (See Attachment D), the special 

use standards for approval of site plan (See Attachment E). Unloading area have been identified and sign 

location has been identified and must meet sign ordinance requirements. 

 

 



iv.  Planning Commission Discussion and Recommendation 

 

Fire Chief will not approve site without a turnaround added to turn his fire equipment around. His is 

willing to work with applicant. Also waste disposal is not resolved. 

 

Motion by Sheridan and seconded by Marr to recommend approval to the Township Board on Phase I 

shown on the site plan submitted with the following conditions: Sign must conform to the sign ordinance, 

Planning commission waives landscaping buffering on the side and back of site, Fire equipment turn 

around be provided, (See Attachment F). The building inspector be provided with the resolution of the 

waste disposal issue in writing from the Birch Run Sewer dept and the Genesee Waste department.  

 

Ayes: Schaar, Marr, Morse, Munson, Parlberg, Sheridan     PASSED 

 

Old Business: 

 

Committee report on Private Roads (postponed until further action-06/06/14 meeting) 

 

Doug reviewed the “Community-Goals, Objectives, and Strategies “outline and asked that we review it for the next 

meeting with any additions or deletions. (See Attachment G & H) 

 

Doug brought a copy of the Taymouth Twp ordinance (Attachment I) on Accessory family housing units which was 

reviewed. Board was okay with the draft but would like a few addition standards added or changed. They include: 

roof pitch must be 4/12 or greater, change blood relative to include a broader meaning for use. (Doug will work on 

language). Add the requirement for a surety bond and allow for one-year extensions. (See Attachment J) 

 

 Doug delivered a draft of a Solar Energy Ordinance. He did a quick review and it was decided to move forward 

with a public hearing. 

  

Motion by Sheridan seconded by Marr to schedule a public hearing date for this proposed ordinance  

Amendment 

 

Ayes: Parlberg, Munson, Sheridan, Morse, Schaar, Marr         PASSED 

 

Doug provided an amendment to the Outdoor Entertainment Ordinance as requested by the planning commission. 

(See Attachment K) 

 

Motion by Sheridan seconded by Marr to schedule a public hearing on this amendment at the next scheduled 

meeting. 

 

Ayes: Munson, Parlberg, Sheridan, Morse, Sheridan, Schaar, Marr    PASSED 

 

Need to set a public hearing date for clarification of Table 9-4 footnote #11 (See Attachment L)  

 

Motion by Sheridan seconded by Parlberg to set a public hearing date at the next meeting. 

 

Ayes: Munson, Parlberg, Sheridan, Marr, Morse, Schaar      PASSED 

 

 

Open Discussion for Issues not on the Agenda: 

 

Correspondence received: none 

Planning Commission Members: none 

 

 



Public in the audience: A number of citizens that live near the Race track wanted to inform the board that the race 

track was advertising a 24-hour race and that the concerts were very noisy and in general were not happy about the 

addition noise. 

 

Reports: 

 

Township Board Representative (Fred Sheridan):  None 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) Representative (Mike Marr):  Meeting scheduled for 12/20/2018.  

  

 

New Business: 

 

Doug brought an Annual Report Template for annual planning commission reporting. Marr said he would prepare 

the report. 

 

Corey Trinklein asked that notices for public hearing be given to him on the Wednesday before the Wednesday it 

needed to be published to give him enough time to review the notice.  

 

Announcements: 

 

Township Board-2nd Tuesday of each month 

Planning Commission-Quarterly-January 2019 

ZBA-Semi Annual-3rd Tuesday or April and October 

DDA-TBA 

(All meetings are held in the Governmental Center unless noted) 

 

Adjournment: 

 

Motion by Marr, seconded by Sheridan to adjourn. 

 

 Motion Carried by Unanimous Voice Vote 

 

Planning Commission Meeting ended at 9:20 pm. 

 

 

  

Mike Marr 

Secretary 

 



 



 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


